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areas is a terrible curse. The ploughman cannot be certain
of his team nor the housewife of her milk and by being
unable to tether his cattle in his fields at night, the farmer
loses his best fertilizer. The grading up of cattle is
useless when there is no security of possession, cattle-
lifting corrupts all classes of the rural community. This
evil has often been more or less acquiesced in by Government
and public alike but its elimination is one of the most
important items of Rural Reconstruction.

It has been proved that properly tattooed cattle are very
rarely stolen. Accordingly a scheme has been drawn up
for the voluntary tattooing of cattle in the Punjab. With
the help of the alphabet and the English numerals twenty-
four symbols have been selected, none of which can easily
be altered to resemble any other. With three symbols
twenty-four villages in each tana of the province can be
distinguished. After twenty-four villages in any single
tana have joined the system new ones will have to use a
four symbol cypher. The district, tana, and village cypher
is punched in the near or left ear and with another three
symbol punch the quarter of the year in which the
tattooing was done is recorded in the off or right ear.1
A satisfactory ink has been found, a register prepared and
punches and symbols ordered from England. Any land-
lord, panchayat, Court of Wards, co-operative society or
other institution, wishing to tattoo their cattle must obtain
a certificate from the Superintendent of their District
Police that they are fit to be trusted with a cypher and
they can then order their equipment from the Com-
missioner, Rural Reconstruction, Punjab. The register is
not obligatory but obviously the tattooing will be more

1 If the tattooer desires he can put a serial number in the right
ear.